Intended Grade Level: High School 

Lesson Purpose:  
This lesson explores George Washington’s leadership and character as commander-in-chief of the Revolutionary War through the relationships he had with his generals as they fought in the American Revolution.  

Lesson Objectives:
· Students will discuss the leadership characteristics that made Washington an effective leader.
· Students will analyze primary source documents and images to understand the relationship between Washington and his Revolutionary War generals. 
· Students will research a Revolutionary War military leader using primary sources and decide whether the general displayed leadership characteristics. 

Related Standards:
Lesson Plan: What Makes a General? 

· 
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· Reading and Writing Literacy in History/Social Studies
· Speaking and Listening
· American Revolution and the Founding of a New Nation
· Research Skills 


Timeframe:  Approximately three class sessions

Procedure:  
1. Tell students that today they will be exploring Washington’s military leadership and the characteristics that made him a great leader during the American Revolution. As a class, discuss the concept of leadership and the characteristics exhibited by George Washington that made him such an effective leader. List these characteristics on the board.  

2. Distribute copies of General Orders, December 25, 1776 (included in the ZIP file download). These were 

Additional information on the Battle of Trenton can be found in the Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington:
http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-trenton/ 

As a class, discuss the historical significance of this battle and the role that Henry Knox played in the victory at Trenton. Ask students what their reaction would be if they had received these detailed orders from Gen. Washington. Which leadership characteristics did Henry Knox display during the battle?
3. Distribute copies of the Correspondence of General George Washington and Major General Charles Lee after the Battle of Monmouth (included in the ZIP file download). 

Additional information on the Battle of Monmouth can be found in the Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington:
http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-monmouth/

Instruct students, either individually or in small groups, to piece together what happened at the Battle of Monmouth and decide if Major General Lee’s explanation to General Washington to for his conduct during the battle is sufficient. Ask students to consider what leadership characteristic Major General Lee and General Washington displayed in their correspondence after the Battle of Monmouth.  
 
Distribute copies of Excerpt: Memoir of Col. Benjamin Tallmadge (1858) (included in the ZIP file download). Tallmadge died in 1835 at the age of 81; his Memoir was published in 1858. This excerpt is his account of General Washington’s farewell to his officers at Fraunces Tavern on December 4, 1783. 

Additional information Washington Resigning his Commission can be found in the following 2.5 minute video: 
http://www.mountvernon.org/education/for-teachers/distance-learning-dvds-broadcasts/#g-28_m-98751032 

As a class, discuss the emotional parting of Washington and his generals that Tallmadge recorded in this excerpt from his Memoir. What characteristics of leadership are displayed by Washington as he respectfully thanks the men he fought alongside through the Revolutionary War?

4. Assign each student a Revolutionary War military leader. Have each student research his/her assigned leader and create a short biography. Each biography should include the leadership characteristics that were or were not displayed by the officer. At least one primary document, such as a letter or journal excerpt, should be referenced by the students to support their views. The following is a suggested list of Revolutionary War military leaders for students to research:  
· 
· Benedict Arnold
· Horatio Gates
· Nathanael Greene
· Israel Putnam
· Marquis de Lafayette
· Charles Lee
· Anthony Wayne
· Tadeusz Kosciuszko
· Alexander McDougall
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Daniel Morgan
· Philip John Schuyler
· Baron von Steuben
· Benjamin Tallmadge
· Henry Knox
· Artemis Ward
· Samuel Blachley Webb
· Benjamin Gould
· Otho Holland Williams
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