PRIMARY SOURCE SET
GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE SEVEN YEARS’ WAR




Braddock’s Sash, c. 1709

Source Type: Object 

Silk, 19inches x 144 inches

Made in England

Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The sash is make from silk and woven using a method called sprang, which makes it extremely strong. On July 9, 1755, every British officer, including General Edward Braddock, was either injured or killed at the Battle of Monongahela; the only exception was Braddock’s aide-de-camp, George Washington. Braddock sustained a fatal wound and is said to have been carried from the battlefield in this officer’s sash. The dark line on the right side of the sash is believed to be blood from Braddock injuries. Family traditional maintains that prior to his death, Braddock presented the sash to Washington. Officers’ sashes were a symbol of the status of the officer and acted as a clear visual marker on the battle field to indicate the chain of command. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES: 
1. Analyze the sash using the 20 Questions for Reading and Evaluating Objects worksheet:
http://www.mountvernon.org/education/lesson-plans/lesson/20-questions-for-reading-and-evaluating-objects/
2. What is the significance of Braddock gifting this sash to Washington?
3. Pair Braddock’s Sash with the excerpt George Washington to Royal Governor Dinwiddie, July 18, 1755 (Source 7) about the Battle of Monongahela. What additional information can you infer?
4. Pair Braddock’s Sash with the portrait George Washington as a Colonel in the Virginia Regiment (Source 12) by Charles Willson Peale. What additional information can you infer?
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
1. Short video on the construction and use of Braddock’s Sash: http://www.mountvernon.org/video/watch/sprang-and-the-braddock-sash
2. See Braddock’s Sash in Mount Vernon’s Collection: http://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/object/w-86/
3. Battle of Monongahela, Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington: http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/battle-of-the-monongahela/
4. Braddock’s Defeat: An Interview with David Preston: 
http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/french-indian-war/braddocks-defeat-an-interview-with-david-preston/
5. Interactive Map of Braddock’s March: 
http://www.mountvernon.org/washingtons-world/#ww%7C%7Cjourneys%3A1755-Braddocks-March
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