PRIMARY SOURCE SET
GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE SEVEN YEARS’ WAR



PRIMARY SOURCE SET
GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE SEVEN YEARS’ WAR


Excerpt: Expedition to the Ohio – Narrative, 1754

Source Type: Report

Courtesy of www.founders.archives.gov

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: George Washington wrote this in-depth account of his return to the Ohio Country to remove the French from their encroachments onto British land. This excerpt provides Washington’s version of the Battle of Jumonville Glenn and the death of French Commander Jumonville. Washington’s account highlights colonial views of the French, and describes his relationship with Native Americans during the first part of the Seven Years’ War. 

1 ...We killed Mr. de Jumonville, the Commander of that Party, as also nine others; we wounded one, 
2 and made Twenty-one Prisoners, among whom were M. la Force, M. Drouillon, and two Cadets. 
3 The Indians scalped the Dead, and took away the most Part of their Arms, after which we marched 
4 on with the Prisoners and the Guard, to the Indian Camp, where again I held a Council with the Half-
5 King; and there informed him, that the Governor was desirous to see him, and was waiting for him 
6 at Winchester; he answered that, he could not go just then, as his People were in too eminent a 
7 Danger from the French, whom they had fallen upon; that he must send Messengers to all the allied 
8 Nations, in order to invite them to take up the Hatchet…After this I marched on with the 
9 Prisoners; They informed me that they had been sent with a Summons to order me to depart. A 
10 plausible Pretence to discover our Camp, and to obtain the Knowledge of our Forces and our 
11 Situation! It was so clear that they were come to reconnoitre what we were, that I admired at their 
12 Assurance, when they told me they were come as an Embassy; for their Instructions mentioned that 
13 they should get what Knowledge they could of the Roads, Rivers, and of all the Country as far 
14 as Potowmack: And instead of coming as an Embassador, publickly, and in an open Manner, they 
15 came secretly, and sought after the most hidden Retreats, more like Deserters than Embassadors 
16 in such Retreat they incamped, and remained hid for whole Days together, and that, no more than 
17 five Miles from us: From thence they sent Spies to reconnoitre our Camp; after this was done, they 
18 went back two Miles, from whence they sent the two Messengers spoken of in the Instruction, to 
19 acquaint M. de Contrecour of the Place we were at, and of our Disposition, that he might send his 
20 Detachments to inforce the Summons as soon as it should be given…
21 …It was the Opinion of the Half-King in this Case, that their Intentions were evil, and that it was a 
22 pure Pretence; that they never intended to come to us but as Enemies; and if we had been such Fools 
23 as to let them go, they would never help us any more to take other Frenchmen. They say they called 
24 to us as soon as they had discovered us; which is an absolute Falshood, for I was then marching at 
25 the Head of the Company going towards them, and can positively affirm, that, when they first saw 
26 us, they ran to their Arms, without calling; as I must have heard them, had they so done.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES: 
1. What are Washington’s views of the French? Explain using evidence from the source. 

2. Describe the relationship between the Native American Indian Tanachrison, also known as Half- King, and the British emissary group.
3. How would you describe Washington’s tone in this account? Explain using evidence from the source.
4. Compare and contrast this excerpt with the 1759 French print, Jumonville (Source 4).  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
1. Map of Battle Movements including Jumonville Glen: http://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/maps/washington-in-the-french-indian-war/
2. Jumonville Glen Skirmish, Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington: http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/jumonville-glen-skirmish/
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