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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Royal Governor Robert Dinwiddie provided instructions to Colonel George Washington, commander of the Virginia Regiment, to go west to the Ohio Country and remove the French.
1                                                                                                 Williamsburg August 14th 1755
2 Instructions for Colonel George Washington Commander in Chief of the Virginia Regiment.
3 Whereas the French have unjustly invaded His Majesty’s Lands on the Ohio, and have sent flying 
4 Parties of French and Indians, to robb, and murder our back Settlers to the Westward, which the 
5 Legislature of this Dominion having seriously taken into their Consideration, and voted Money 
6 for the Protection of our Frontiers, and for conducting the necessary Expedition to drive the 
7 French from the Ohio. In Consequence thereof, I have granted Commissions for raising Sixteen 
8 Companies of Men to be formed into a Regiment—The Command of which Regiment, together 
9 with the Forces that now are, or may be employd in the Country Service, being given to You; You 
10 are as soon as possible to use Your utmost Endeavours to compleat the said Regiment by sending 
11 the Officers to recruit in the different Counties of this Dominion, as You shall see most 
12 Convenient, leaving six Officers to do Duty with the Men who remain at Fort Cumberland…
13 …The Clothing of the Regiment is to be provided by the Country, & to be sent to You, in order to 
14 be delivered to the Effective Men of each Company…
15 …You are to transmit to me Weekly Returns of the Regiment and a Return the first Day of every 
16 Month, with the Variations that may have happened the preceding Month. When any of the Non-
17 Commissioned Officers, or Private Men should happen to die, they are to be continued on the 
18 Returns and Rolls as Effective Men for Twenty eight Day’s to pay for his Coffin, that the 
19 Commander of the Company ⟨may be⟩ no Losser by his Death.
20 I sincerely desire that You will inculcate Morality and Virtue among Your Men, to punish 
21 Drunkenness and Swearing—Wishing You Health & recommending You to the Protection of 
22 God, I am Sir Your Friend and humble Servant.
23                                                                                                                                    Robt Dinwiddie
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Royal Governor Robert Dinwiddie provided instructions to Colonel George Washington, commander of the Virginia Regiment, to go west to the Ohio Country and remove the French. In his instructions, Dinwiddie described the British rational for the war, which included the protection of the growing wave of colonial settlers moving west. The instructions also commented on the needs of the regiment and outlined the responsibilities of Washington’s command. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES:
1. What reasons does Dinwiddie provide to justify going to war? Do you believe they are valid? Use evidence from the source to argue why, or why not.
2. What are Washington’s duties as a commander of a regiment as described by Dinwiddie?

3. According to Dinwiddie, what are the causes of the war with France? Compare the British perspective provided by Dinwiddie to the French perspective in the excerpt of the Articles of Capitulation, Fort Necessity, 1754 (Source 5). 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

1. Robert Dinwiddie, Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington: http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/robert-dinwiddie/
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