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Map of the Western Parts of the Colony of Virginia from the Journal of Major George Washington, 1754
Source Type: Map

Courtesy Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Journal of Major George Washington is George Washington’s account of his two and half month trans-Allegany journey as an emissary to demand that the French remove themselves from the Ohio Country. It was published by Royal Governor Robert Dinwiddie to raise awareness among colonists and British authorities of the French presence. This map was created to show Royal Governor Dinwiddie the intrusion by the French into territory claimed by the British.
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Map of the Western Parts of the Colony of Virginia from the Journal of Major George Washington, 1754
Source Type: Map

Courtesy Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Journal of Major George Washington is George Washington’s account of his two and half month trans-Allegany journey as an emissary to demand that the French remove themselves from the Ohio Country. It was published by Royal Governor Robert Dinwiddie to raise awareness among colonists and British authorities of the French presence. This map was created to show Royal Governor Dinwiddie the intrusion by the French into territory claimed by the British.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITES: 
1. Identify lands held by the British, French, and Native Americans. 
2. Why do you think the rivers are so clearly defined compared to other areas? What can you concluded about transportation methods and the landscape using this map? 
3. Compare and contrast this map to modern maps of the area. Is George Washington’s map accurate? Use specific evidence from the source to argue why or why not. 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
1. The Journal of Major George Washington, Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington: http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/the-journal-of-major-george-washington/
2. Explore the original map in Mount Vernon’s Collection: http://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/object/ml-306-m/#-
3. Alleghany Expedition, Digital Encyclopedia: 
http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/allegheny-expedition/
4. Interactive Map of Washington’s Journey to Fort La Boeuf: http://www.mountvernon.org/washingtons-world/#ww%7C%7Cjourneys%3A1753-To-Fort-Le-Boeuf
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