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Jumonville by Antione Leonard Thomas, 1759 
Source Type: Print

Featured in The Cult of Nation in France: Inventing Nationalism, 1680-1800 by David A. Bell 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: This widely circulated print was part of a larger campaign to incite the French population to support a war against the British. Jumonville depicts the death of Commander Jumonville at the hands of George Washington. Through the use of clothing and landscape, the artist alludes to the Crusades with the French as the Crusaders and the British as the Saracens (or Muslims).
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Jumonville by Antione Leonard Thomas, 1759 
Source Type: Print
Featured in The Cult of Nation in France: Inventing Nationalism, 1680-1800 by David A. Bell A. Bell 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: French accounts of the Battle of Jumonville Glen are remarkably different than George Washington’s version. The French claimed that Washington and his Native American allies assassinated Commander Jumonville. One account asserted that one of Tanachrison’s (or Half- King’s) men violently murdered Jumonville after he surrendered. Another account maintained that George Washington and his troops were responsible for Jumonville’s death. This widely circulated print was part of a larger campaign to incite the French population to support a war against the British. Jumonville depicts the death of Commander Jumonville at the hands of George Washington. Through the use of clothing and landscape, the artist alludes to the Crusades with the French as the Crusaders and the British as the Saracens (or Muslims).
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES: 
1. Compare and contrast the Jumonville print with Washington’s Expedition to the Ohio- Narrative, 1754 (Source 3). 
2. Why do you think the artist chose to depict the event using imagery recalling the Crusades?

3. Imagine you are a French subject living in 18th century Paris. How might this image make you feel about the British?  

4. Compare and contrast the Jumonville print with propaganda from World War II. 

5. Host a class discussion using Virtual Thinking Strategies

 http://www.vtshome.org/
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
1. Map: Washington in the French and Indian War, 1754-1759: http://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/maps/washington-in-the-french-indian-war/
2. Private John Shaw’s account of the Battle of Jumonville Glen: http://explorepahistory.com/odocument.php?docId=1-4-19
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