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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: George Washington writes to Royal Governor Robert Dinwiddie expressing his frustration and descripting the British treatment of Native Americans.
1 Honble Sir.[Fort Loudoun] Novem. 5th 1757
2 Duty to my country and His Majesty’s interest, indispensably requires, that I again trouble your Honor on
3 The subject of Indian affairs here; which have been impeded and embarrassed by such a train of 
4 mismanagement, as a continuance of which must inevitably produce the most melancholy consequences.
5 The sincere disposition the Cherokees have betrayed to espouse our cause heartily, has been demonstrated 
6 beyond the most distant doubt: and if rewarded in the manner in which that laudable and meritorious 
7 disposition entitles them to, wou’d, in all human probability, soon effect a favourable change in the present 
8 (apparently) desperate situation of this poor, unhappy part of His majesty’s Dominions. But, in the stead of 
9 meeting with that great encouragement which the essential Services of that brave people undoubtedly merit; 
10 several of them, after having undergone the rudest toils and fatigues of an excessively long march
11 destitute of all the conveniences, and almost necessaries of life—and, (to give us still more convincing 
12 proofs of their strong attachment to our interest) in that very situation, went to war; and in the way behaved 
13 nobly (from which we reaped a signal advantage;) and, when they returned here with an enemys’ scalp, 
14 Baggage, and other trophies of Honor, they must have gone home without any kind of reward or thanks—or 
15 even provisions to support them on their march—justly fired with the highest resentment for their mal-
16 treatment— 
17 … I applied to Captn Gist in their behalf; and told him I must represent the matter to your Honor. But he 
18 assures me that he has neither Goods to reward them, money to procure them; or even an Interpreter; which 
19 totally incapacitates him for doing any kind of service. If so (which I have no reason to doubt), it is 
20 surprizing that any man shou’d be entrusted with the negotiating of such important affairs, and not be 
21 possess’d of the means to accomplish the undertaking: By which he, and several others who receive high 
22 pay from virginia, are not only rendered useless, but our Interest with those Indians is at the brink of 
23 destruction. Whenever a party arrives here, they immediately apply to me: But I have neither any thing to 
24 give them, nor any right to do it. Nor is there any body to inform them, to what these and their other 
25 disappointments is owing: which reduces me to such a dilemma as I wou’d most gladly be extricated from.
26 I must likewise beg leave to mention to your Honor once more, the vast hardships many of the poor people 
27 groan under here, having been so long kept out of the money which the country owes them on account of 
28 the Indians. When I proposed going down to Williamsburgh, many of them brought their accompts to me, 
29 which I intended (had you given me liberty) to have laid before your Honor. I mention this circumstance, 
30 not with any view of being employed in examining and paying off those accompts (which for many reasons 
31 I can, by no means, undertake) but in hope that your Honor will be pleased to give directions to, and 
32 denominate some person for that purpose, for the neglect of which so many poor peop[l]e greatly Suffer. I 
33 am Yr’s &c.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: George Washington wrote to Royal Governor Robert Dinwiddie expressing his frustration and describing the British treatment of Native Americans. He expressed his concern that the mistreatment of the Native Americans could lead to more attacks on British settlers in the Ohio Country. Washington provided examples of the incompetence of the British military to pay the Native Americans, manage British settlers, and supervise Virginia troops.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES:
1. Why does Washington call the management of Native Americans “a train of mismanagement?” Use specific examples from the source in your answer. 

2. According to Washington, what are the potential consequences of mistreating the Native Americans? 

3. Describe Washington’s changing views of the British? Use evidence from the source in your answer. 

4. Compare and contrast this letter with Washington’s opinion of Native Americans laid out the excerpt George Washington to Royal Governor Dinwiddie, March 7, 1754 (Source 1).  
5. Pair this letter with the excerpt Washington’s Expedition to Ohio – Narrative, 1754 (Source 3). How is Washington’s tone and language about the French in 1754 similar to or different from his tone and language about the British in 1757? 

6. Compare and contrast this excerpt with the excerpts Washington’s Expedition to Ohio – Narrative, 1754 (Source 3) and George Washington to Royal Governor July 18, 1755 (Source 7). How is Washington’s perspective of the British evolving over time? 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:

1. Nation to Nation: George Washington and the Native Americans, Historians Fred Anderson and Brett Rushford describe Washington’s early encounters with Native Americans in the Ohio Valley: 

 http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/french-indian-war/fred-anderson-on-the-french-indian-war/
2. Washington at the Cherokee, Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington: 
http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/cherokee/
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