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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: In March 1754, before the Seven Years’ War began, rising tensions between the French and British colonists along the western frontier were rapidly escalating. In this letter, George Washington lays out the concerns of the Virginia Company under his command to Royal Governor Dinwiddie.

1 Hblr Sir
2 The generality of those Men, who have enlisted for this Expedition are much in want of, and press

3 greatly for Cloathings[.] They all desire so earnestly to be put into a Uniform dress that they would 
4 gladly do it at their own Expence to be deducted out of their Pay it was the greatest objection to 
5 enlisting and many have refus’d solely on that account after coming purposely to do it with 
6 Expectation of getting a Regimental Sute and if I may be so bold to offer my Opinion I can’t think 
7 but the good Effects that it may produce will sufficiently recompense for any trouble that will ensue. 
8 It is the Nature of Indians to be struck with, and taken by show and this will give them a much higher 
9 Conception of our Power and greatness and I verily believe fix in our Interest many that are now 
10 wavering and undetermin’d whose Cause to Espouse—If it was only a Coat of the Coursest red 
11 which may be had in these parts it would answer the Intention—red with them is compard to Blood 
12 and is look’d upon as the distinguishing marks of Warriours and great Men—The shabby and ragged 
13 appearance the French common Soldiers make affords great matter for ridicule amongst the Indians 
14 and I really believe is the chief motive why they hate and despise them as they do. If these are the 
15 Effects, the Cause may be easily, and timely remedied. I hope Your Honour will pardon this 
16 freedom, which I should not have assum’d but with a good Intention It is my acquaintance with these 
17 Indians, and a Study of their Tempers that has in some measure let me into their Customs and 
18 dispositions.
19 There is another thing the Soldiers enquire much about i,e, who is to be pay Master and the time for 
20 payment Your Honour’s answer to this will oblige me very much as I may thereby satisfie the doubts 
21 which arrise on that Head[.] I am with all due respect Yr Honours most Obt Humble Servt
22                                                                                                                  Go: Washington

Excerpt: George Washington to Royal Governor Dinwiddie, March 7, 1754

Source Type: Letter
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: In March 1754, before the Seven Years’ War began, rising tensions between the French and British colonists along the western frontier were rapidly escalating. In this letter, George Washington lays out the concerns of the Virginia Company under his command to Royal Governor Dinwiddie.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES: 
1. What color does George Washington recommend for the uniforms? Provide examples from the source to explain his reasoning. 
2. What is George Washington trying to achieve with this letter? Do you believe he will be successful? Why or why not? 
3. What are Washington’s views of the French? What are his views of the Native Americans? Explain using specific evidence from the source. 
4. What is the tone of the letter? Explain your evidence. Compare Washington’s tone in this letter with his November 5, 1757 letter. How has it changed, and why? 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
1. Examine the original letter in Mount Vernon’s Collection: http://catalog.mountvernon.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/p16829coll27/id/769/rec/1
2. Alleghany Expedition, Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington: http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/allegheny-expedition/
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