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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: After the French defeated the British at the Battle of Fort Necessity these Articles of Capitulation were drawn up. This document was written in French and signed by Washington, who could not read French. 
1 Capitulation granted by Mons. De Villier, Captain of infantry and commander of troops of his most 
2 Christian Majesty, to those English troops actually in the fort of Necessity which was built on the 
3 lands of the King's dominions July the 3rd, at eight o'clock at night, 1754.
4 As our intention had never been to trouble the peace and good harmony which reigns between the 
5 two friendly princes, but only to revenge the assassination which has been done on one of our 
6 officers, bearer of a summons, upon his party, as also to hinder any establishment on the lands of the 
7 dominions of the King, my master. Upon these considerations, we are willing to grant protection of 
8 favor, to all the English that are in the said fort, upon conditions hereafter mentioned.
9 Article 1
10 We grant the English commander to retire with all garrisons, to return peaceably into his own 
11 country, and we promise to hinder his receiving any insult from us French, and to restrain as much as 
12 shall be in our power the Savages that are with us.
13 …Article 7
14 Since the English have in their power an officer and two cadets, and, in general all the prisoners 
15 whom they took when assassinated Sieur de Jumonville they now promise to send them with an 
16 escort to Fort Duquesne, situated on Belle River, and to secure the safe performance of this treaty 
17 article, as was as of the treaty, Messrs. Jacob Van Braam and Robert Stobo, both Captains shall be 
18 delivered to us as hostages until the arrival of our French and Canadians herein before…
19 James Mackay
20 George Washington
21 Coulon de Villiers
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Following the Battle of Jumonville Glen, Washington began preparing for a counter attack from the French. He secured Fort Necessity as his base; importantly the fort was designed to hold supplies, not be the center of a battle. The French defeated the British and Articles of Capitulation were drawn up at the time of the surrender. This document was written in French and signed by Washington, who could not read French. They highlight the French view of the beginnings of the Seven Years’ War and the events at Jumonville Glen.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES: 
1. Compare and contrast the Articles of Capitulation with the excerpt Expedition to the Ohio— Narrative, 1754 (Source 3) and the French Print Jumonville (Source 4).
2. What do the French cite as the causes of the war in the Articles of Capitulation? Compare and contrast the French perspective with Royal Governor Robert Dinwiddie’s perspective in the excerpt Instructions for Colonel Washington from Royal Governor Robert Dinwiddie (Source 6).  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
1. Full translated text of Articles of Capitulation, 1754: http://www.mountvernon.org/education/primary-sources-2/article/articles-of-capitulation-fort-necessity/
2. Washington and the French & Indian War: 
http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/french-indian-war/washington-and-the-french-indian-war/
3. Fort Necessity, Digital Encyclopedia of George Washington: http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/fort-necessity/
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