PRIMARY SOURCE SET
GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE SEVEN YEARS’ WAR




Excerpt: Treaty of Paris, 1763

Source Type: Document

Courtesy of The Avalon Project, www.avalon.law.yale.edu

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Treaty of Paris is the treaty that formally ended the Seven Years’ War between France and Britain.
1 It has pleased the Most High to diffuse the spirit of union and concord among the Princes, whose 
2 divisions had spread troubles in the four parts of the world, and to inspire them with the inclination 
3 to cause the comforts of peace to succeed to the misfortunes of a long and bloody war, which having 
4 arisen between England and France during the reign…
5 …VII. In order to reÂ​establish peace on solid and durable foundations, and to remove for ever all 
6 subject of dispute with regard to the limits of the British and French territories on the continent of 
7 America; it is agreed, that, for the future, the confines between the dominions of his Britannick 
8 Majesty and those of his Most Christian Majesty, in that part of the world, shall be fixed irrevocably 
9 by a line drawn along the middle of the River Mississippi, from its source to the river Iberville, and 
10 from thence, by a line drawn along the middle of this river, and the lakes Maurepas and 
11 Pontchartrain to the sea; and for this purpose, the Most Christian King cedes in full right, and 
12 guaranties to his Britannick Majesty the river and port of the Mobile, and every thing which he 
13 possesses, or ought to possess, on the left side of the river Mississippi, except the town of New 
14 Orleans and the island in which it is situated, which shall remain to France, provided that the 
15 navigation of the river Mississippi shall be equally free, as well to the subjects of Great Britain as to 
16 those of France, in its whole breadth and length, from its source to the sea, and expressly that part 
17 which is between the said island of New Orleans and the right bank of that river, as well as the 
18 passage both in and out of its mouth: It is farther stipulated, that the vessels belonging to the subjects 
19 of either nation shall not be stopped, visited, or subjected to the payment of any duty whatsoever. 
20 The stipulations inserted in the IVth article, in favour of the inhabitants of Canada shall also take 
21 place with regard to the inhabitants of the countries ceded by this article…
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Treaty of Paris is the treaty that formally ended the Seven Years’ War between France and Britain. Its primary focus was on land ownership outside of Europe and it specifically defined the Mississippi River as a western boundary of British lands and the eastern boundary of French lands. This document laid the foundations for the Proclamation Line of 1763, which attempted to limit British settlers in the west. The opening lines of the treaty highlight the Seven Years’ War as a truly global war.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & ACTIVITIES:
1. On a global map, indicate the different nations involved in the Seven Years’ War. What land was gained or lost according to the Treaty of Paris, 1763?
2. What was the social, political, and economic impact of the Treaty of Paris? 

3. Does the Treaty of Paris account for Native Americans already living on the land? Use evidence from the source to support your answer. 
4. Imagine Native American nations were at the peace talks, helping to write the treaty. Rewrite Article VII in a way that represents the interests of the indigenous population. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
1. Full text of the Treaty of Paris, 1763:

 http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/paris763.asp
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