George Washington’s List of Enslaved People, 1799 Worksheet Answer Key

1. How many different jobs can you identify on the list? Do these jobs appear to be jobs that would be done in an agricultural field or in a workshop or house? 

Examples of jobs on the list include cook, carpenter, smith, spinner, miller, gardener, and distillery worker. These jobs appear to be in a workshop.

2. What tools are necessary to do these jobs? Where on the grounds of the Mansion House Farm would these jobs be performed? 

Archaeological excavations at Mount Vernon have revealed tools such as pitchforks, horseshoes, nails, hammers, hoes, and chisels. Further information and images of these artifacts is available on the Mount Vernon website. The Mansion House farm includes outbuildings such as a kitchen, dairy, spinning house, wash house, blacksmith shop, and smokehouse. The distillery is also listed on the census.

3. Is there any evidence from the list that children worked at Mount Vernon? 

Children began working at Mount Vernon around the age of eleven. On the list, only children under eleven appear to be listed under “Children,” while anyone over that age is listed with the enslaved adults. An examples of this can be found in the entries for 17 year old Eve and 14 year old Delia, who are listed with the Mansion House slaves and labeled as sisters. 

4. Can you determine how many enslaved workers belonged to George Washington? Who else owned slaves at Mount Vernon? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Only 27 of the tradesmen and Mansion House slaves were the property of George Washington. The other enslaved people listed include the “Dower Slaves,” who were owned by the estate of Martha Washington’s first husband, and 40 slaves that were rented from a neighbor, Mrs. French.

5. Does this document provide evidence of marriages and family relations? Do families live together? 

George Washington encouraged the marriage of his slaves, even though these marriages were not recognized by Virginia law. He also allowed his slaves to marry slaves from neighboring estates: Dundee has a wife at Mr. Lear’s; Chriss has a wife at Major West’s, and Simms has a wife at French’s. Slaves lived where they worked, so many families did not live together. One example of this is Isaac, on the second page of the Census, whose wife lived at Muddy Hole Farm. In a practice called “nightwalking,” slaves would often walk all night on Saturday to visit with their families on Sunday, then walk through the night on Sunday to return to work at dawn on Monday.
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