LESSON PLAN

ESTABLISHING THE PRESIDENCY




LEVEL:
Middle School
TIMEFRAME:
Approximately two class sessions
OBJECTIVES:
Students will discuss the challenges of being the first President of the United States. 
Students will analyze primary source documents in order to identify key points. 

Students will present their findings to the class. 
STANDARDS:

· Principles of Democracy

· Revolution and the New Nation

· Writing Standards
· Reading Standards in Technical Subjects



PROCEDURE:
1. Distribute the letter George Washington to James Madison, May 12, 1789 for students to read (included in ZIP file download). Explain that Washington sent a similar letter to members of his cabinet and other friends. As a class, identify the primary concerns expressed by Washington in this letter. 
2. Distribute the primary source document Queries by the President for students to read in groups (included in ZIP file download). Note: You may want to select excerpts, or divide the document into smaller segments to be distributed separately to groups. After reading the queries, each group should discuss and identity key points of the document. 
3. Ask students to take on the role of one of Washington’s advisors, keeping in mind the historical precedent of his presidency, and write a letter answering one of Washington’s queries. 
4. Instruct each group to assign one member the role of “reporter.” The group reporter will present the group’s answer to the query they selected and explain their decision-making process. Ask students the following: 
a. Did George Washington have reason to be concerned over public perception of the actions of the president? 

b. Do you believe similar concerns exist today? 
5. Distribute the primary source John Adams’ Response to George Washington on Queries of Presidential Conduct (included in ZIP file download). As a class, compare John Adams’ ideas of presidential conduct with those defined by your students. Use the following question for class discussion: 
a. How do your ideas of presidential conduct align or diverge from those of John Adams? 


OPTIONAL EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
1. In May 1789, President and Mrs. Washington began a series of weekly social gatherings, or levees, at the Executive Mansion. Ask students to write a first-hand account of attending one of these afternoon functions.

2. A great deal of discussion took place over the title for the leader of the United States of America. Eventually, with Washington’s urging, the form of address was simply “Mr. President.” As a class, brainstorm other titles for the first president in the 18th century and identity the strengths and drawbacks of each.
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