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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: This colonoware bowl is probably a milk pan, or a shallow, straightsided dish used for cooling the milk and separating cream. Archaeologists believe that colonoware was made by Native Americans and African Americans in forms that sometimes mimicked their English counterparts, such as this milk pan. After the cow was milked into a bucket, the milk was brought back to the dairy and poured into a milk pan and left for a day or two to cool, allowing the milk to settle and the cream to rise. In the colonial period, dairies served as structures that housed, cooled, and protected the milk collected from cows. Primarily women, both enslaved and free, operated dairies, contributing towards a successful plantation

Milk Pan
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Coarse Earthenware, 115.00mm x 90.00mm
Place of Origin- United States 
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association
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