PRIMARY SOURCE
curating the slave quarters
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: These bones of the now extinct passenger pigeon remind us that large flocks were once a common site in Chesapeake forests and on Chesapeake tables. While all segments of the colonial population consumed wild game birds, elites would have served family and guests multiple large and elaborate courses offering a variety of meats, fish, and game birds. The enslaved community living and working at Mount Vernon also found time for hunting and supplemented their rations with wild game. Slaves, in their free time at night and on Sundays, trapped and shot wild fowl in nearby forests. Pigeon would have provided a valuable nutritional supplement and a bit of diversity to rations of corn, fish, and occasionally meat.
Pigeon Bones
Source Type: Archaeological Object
Bone, 76.20mm x 127.00mm
Place of Origin- United States 
Courtesy of the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association
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