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continental army Muster 
roll, 1779




Ask students why they think the information in this muster roll was important to record. Why would the army include skin complexion and height in their record keeping? Are there other details students think should have been included? Why or why not?

Pair this primary source document with the Mount Vernon web page “Music in the Revolutionary War.” On this page, you will find information and video resources on different signals drummers and fifers performed in the army. Use this page in conjunction with the muster roll to explore different aspects of the soldier experience. Soldiers serving in the army were assigned different positions, and musicians were one of those critical jobs. What other jobs were important to the success of the army?
http://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/music/   

The average age of soldiers who served in the Continental Army was 18-20 years old. Some soldiers were as young as 14 years old. Ask students to determine the average age of the men in this muster roll by adding together all the listed ages and dividing that number by the total number of men listed (the answer is 24). What can students infer from this answer? Was this group of soldiers in Massachusetts older or younger than the average soldier in the Continental Army? Discuss with students why men in their late teens and early twenties might be more likely to serve in the army as opposed to older men.

Although this muster roll only lists one African-American soldier, there were thousands who served during the Revolutionary War on both sides. After the war, several African-American veterans filed petitions to receive pensions for their service in the Continental Army. Pairing these records with the muster roll will allow students a broader perspective of the African-American experience during the Revolutionary War. To find examples of these primary source documents, visit the United States National Archives website under veteran records website and search within the Case Files of Pensions and Bounty-Land Warrant Applications Based on Revolutionary War Service. Searching the following names will bring up records of African-Americans who served in the Continental Army.
-Jehu Grant
-Caesar Clark
-Agrippa Hull
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/300022 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Pair this primary source with a letter from George Washington to John Hancock from December 1776. Instruct students to read the letter and identify the challenges Washington faced during the war. Why is Washington writing to Hancock about this? What does Washington specifically ask for in this letter? In conjunction with the Continental Army Muster Roll, what can this letter tell you about life in the Continental Army?
   http://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/03-07-02-0280
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