LESSON PLAN

Who are we?



LEVEL:
Lower Elementary School 

TIMEFRAME:
Approximately 30 minutes 
OBJECTIVES:
Students will use a primary source document to match enslaved individuals to artistic renderings of other enslaved individuals who would have done similar jobs using the same tools.
Students will then write an introduction about an enslaved individual of their choice 

STANDARDS:
· Research and Evidence Based Analysis

· Working in Teams

· Communicating
· Application of Knowledge through higher-order thinking skills

· Reading Standards in Technical Subjects

· Reading and Writing Literacy in History/Social Studies



PROCEDURE:
1. Read one of the books on the Suggested Reading List (included in ZIP file download) or a book on enslaved individuals of you own choosing to the students. 

2. Discuss the vocabulary words on the Vocabulary and Job Lists (included in ZIP file download). 

3. Display the first two pages of French’s Slave Census 1799 (included in ZIP file download). Explain this is a primary source document that lists enslaved people that George Washington rented from Mrs. French to work on one of his farms at Mount Vernon. 

4. Ask the students these questions about the document:

a. Can you read any of the words on this document? 

b. What makes this document hard to read?

c. Does the handwriting look different from the handwriting we see today?

d. Do you think this document is new or old? What makes you think that?

5. Show the first two pages of French’s Slave Census 1799- Transcribed (included in ZIP file download). Explain that historians transcribed, or rewrote, the words of the census so that we can read them. 
6. Ask the students these questions about the transcribed document:

a. Can you read any of the words on this document?

b. Why is this document easier to read?

c. Tell me some things you notice about the document.

7. Put your students in pairs and display the Silhouettes of the enslaved and the images of the tools for the jobs they performed from the Handout- Images (included in ZIP file download).  Explain that these silhouettes represent actual enslaved people who were owned by George and Martha Washington who do not appear on the French’s Slave Census. These drawings were created by using George Washington’s extensive records to piece together what is known of their lives. Let the students know that some of them worked similar jobs using similar tools. 
8. Read a name from the French’s Slave Census 1799- Transcribed along with the age and job description. Have the students turn to their partner and discuss which one of silhouettes represents an enslaved person who would have worked alongside the person you described from the Census. Once students have chosen a silhouette, ask the pairs to select a tool would have been used by the enslaved person during their work.
9. Pick a pair of students to come up and select the silhouette and tool they chose and display them in another part of the room. Write the name of the enslaved person on a sticky note and add it to the silhouette and tool image pair.

10. Continue until all names have been placed with a silhouette and tool. Each silhouette and tool can be used more than once.

11. Tell the students to pick an enslaved person from the display and write/draw a journal entry about that individual.
EXTENSION ACTIVITY:

1. Look at the last page of the census and discuss the ages of these enslaved individuals. 

2. Ask students how they feel about people their age being enslaved.
3. Tell students to find the age and name of the oldest child and youngest child.

4. Ask the class to list jobs that enslaved children not assigned work might have done on the farm at Mount Vernon. 
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