Ford Orientation Center T

depict "moments of truth™

Visitors will be given an overview of Mount Vernon and an infroduction during the life of George

to the “real” George Washington prior to touring the estate,

Two theaters show an
18-minute-long film that
introduces visitors to an

American hero and the

events that defined
his leadership,
character and legacy.

The elliptical floor-to-ceiling
wall of glass offers a clear view
to a pasture, which is actually
the roof of the museum and
education center,

Encased in a 16-foot-tall glass

enclosure is 2 one-twelfth-

scaled exact model of the first

president’s home. The miniature

s fully funished and intricately The film, shot primarily at Mount Vernon, portrays
detailed — tables have carved inlays, events such as the 23-year-old Washington's
the china is hand-painted, doorknobs assumption of command during the French and
tum, windows open and close, candles Indian War, the crossing of the icy Delaware River
and fireplaces illuminate, and when he met his future wife, Martha,

Donald W. R eynolds
Museum and Education Center

The underground facility — located beneath a four-acre pasture with grazing sheep similar to the kind that Washington == Museum “Introducing Washington's World" highlights the
raised more than 200 years ago — has galleries and theaters that tell the story of the Founding Father’s life. Over 500 original artfacts from Mount Sualty sind vansty of abjecls that feflect Vieshingion.

. Vernon, the Revolutionary War and "From Soldier to Statesman” focuses on his public
= Education Center  The'FirstinWar"  Thisimmersive theater depicts A theater decorated ta look Washington's presidency offer a persona with military and presidential-related objects.
Different chapters gallery contains a military engagements at Boston, like a Colonial sitting room window into the interests, taste, " o
of Washington's life reproduction of a Trenton and Yorktown. Seats shows a film about George and and personalities of the ':I“ Home with the Washingtons™ offers a
i ¥ T glimpse of how the Washingtons lived,

— from surveying teenager soldiers’ hut frorln vibrate from cannon fire, smoke Martha's 40-year romance. Washingtons. =
to elder statesman — Valley Forge. A life- drifts through the theater, — “The Washington Style Gallery" features
are told by short films, size wax figure and “snow” falls during Lifie a5 a retired — personal objects wom and used by the family.
i ; : of Washi is awintry scene. gentioman

e i "Book and Manuscript Gallery" focuses
interactive displays mounted on his h g
and life-size dicramas. horse, Blueskin. JE— on Washington g a man.of kdess.

experience
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HANDS-ON HISTORY ’ ' )
Children can learn ) - . -
| LR 47 o ]

century clothing, |
putting on plays, |
exploring activity
boxes and learning
about his farm

This 360-degree theater
presents a film montage
of quotes from prominent Americans
7 about Washington that alternate
7 with well-known American symbols.

“Indispensable American” gallery teaches visitors
‘about the individuals who shaped the Constitution
and the issues and areas of i ding this d

“The People's President” contains the third life-size “Private Citizen" gallery details Washington's final NOTE: Buildings are not drawn to scale
figure of Washington taking the oath of office on a hours. A Juction of his coffin is Jed by SOURCE: Gearge Washington's Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens
reproduction of the Federal Hall balcony in 1789, objects that commemorate his life and death. GRAPHIC BY TOOD LINDEMAN — THE WASHNGTON POST




