Which Grace? Analysis of Historical Records
Starting and Stumbling Tips for Teachers

[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the most challenging tasks historians tackle is how to start their research. Even with a clearly identified research question (How many enslaved individuals names Grace, Isaac, or Suckey were there at Mount Vernon from 1750-1799) students may be daunted by the stack of evidence that lies before them. Providing students with a few tips both in advance of and throughout the activity can help illuminate the challenges of the research process and give students ownership over their own conclusions.  

Tips to get started:
· We just looked at the document titled French’s Slave Census 1799 and saw that both an Isaac and a Grace were listed. Groups who were assigned Isaac or Grace, look for the card that lists the French’s Slave Census 1799 as the source. You’ve found evidence of one individual. Look through your cards and identify if there are other references that connect to this same person. 
· Remember the 5 farms map? What farms were part of Mount Vernon (Dogue Run Farm, Mansion House Farm, Union Farm, Muddy Hole Farm, and River Farm). How many unique individuals can you determine based on where they lived?  
· Look at pieces of evidence that have dates and ages listed. Can you figure out the year of this person’s birth? How many unique individuals can you determine by age?  
· Look at the pieces of evidence that list a job skill or mention family relationships. Do these biographical pieces of information help isolate any individuals from others with their same name?  
Stumbling Blocks:
· The concept of differentiating individuals with the same name might be a hard one for some students to grasp. Try posing a more concrete version of the same challenge related to your school environment: “How could you figure out what the students at our school were like 25 years ago?” Address the use of sources available (e.g. yearbooks to grade books, as well as teacher memory). Ask students, “If I gave you 3 first names- Tiffany, Scott and Debbie” would you be able to figure out who these students were and what their life was like based upon pieces of evidence gathered from the sources we have?”
· Some of the record cards look identical or have little differences between them. Many also have 18th-century information that can be difficult to interpret. Students may ask for clarification when there isn’t a clear answer. This is one of the challenges of looking at sources so removed from their original material. Reference the Types of Sources Key (included in the ZIP file download) to help answer some source questions by identifying where specific information comes from.  
· Using visual or special organization methods is key to making a claim about these enslaved individuals. If students are organizing the cards by date, have them lay the cards out, like on a timeline. If students are organizing the cards by location, use the 5 farms map to help differentiate the individuals by where they lived.  
· Mount Vernon has provided as much evidence as we can about enslaved individuals with each of these three names, but it may be that over 100 pieces of evidence about people named Isaac is too much. To help students digest the information, it may be helpful to instruct them to focus on looking at mentions of their assigned individual for one decade, e.g. the 1790s, instead of the full 50 years covered in each source set.  
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