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Each piece of evidence is a short excerpt from a longer document or record. Each excerpt was selected because it mentions Grace, Isaac, or Suckey. Certain key pieces of information are included to provide context and to help evaluate the relevance and utility of the source in answering the research question: How many Grace’s/Isaac’s/Suckey’s are there at Mount Vernon from 1750-1799?

Each evidence card lists the name and card number in bold at the top, as well as six additional pieces of information.
1. Primary Source: Indicates the name of the document from which the information is drawn. You can use this information to find the document in its full form. This information helps historians draw conclusions about why the document was created.
2. Date: If known, this information tells you when the primary source document your card references was created.  
3. Location: If known, this information tells you where the document your card references was created, or what part of the Mount Vernon plantation it refers to.  
4. Owner: If known, this information tells you who owned the enslaved individual mentioned in the record. Most are listed as belonging to either George Washington or the Custis estate (the family estate of Washington’s wife Martha).
5. Text of the Event: This is the actual text taken from the primary source. If you were to look at the original document, you would see these words.  
6. Record: This is a reference number created by Mount Vernon historians to help organize the information for historical research.  






Primary Source Types:
· Lists and Censuses: These documents were created by the estate periodically to account for the number of people enslaved at Mount Vernon and the type of work they do.  
· Ledgers/Storebook: These documents were created by managers and secretaries on Mount Vernon’s farms and tracked the work done or items purchased that needed to be accounted for. Enslaved individuals are mentioned in these records if they were part of the work done or were paid for an item they sold.  
· Farm Reports: These documents were created by managers and overseers on Mount Vernon’s farms and reported the work that was completed at each farm. These records also record reasons why work was not completed (bad weather, illness, etc).  
· Diary/Observations: These documents were created by individuals recording their own lives. On occasion these records mention enslaved individuals at Mount Vernon when their lives overlapped.
· Letter/Memorandum: These documents were created by individuals who were corresponding with other literate individuals for business, personal, or political reasons.  On occasion, letters of this type made reference to enslaved individuals at Mount Vernon.  
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