Excerpt: George Washington’s Lease Terms at Mount Vernon, February 1, 1796
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Lease Terms
[bookmark: _GoBack]Terms on which the Farms at Mount Vernon
may be obtained
February 1st 1796.
[…]
The present farms, as has been mentioned before, may be divided into large, or small lots, so as to suit the convenience of those who may incline to associate; but less than one of the present fields, at any of the farms, except where they are large, ought not to compose a lot: and to lay them off by fields, wd be convenient and desirable, on account of the Ditches, hedges, and fences that are now in use.
Although the admission of Slaves with the Tenants will not be absolutely prohibited; It would, nevertheless, be a pleasing circumstance to exclude them; If not entirely, at least in a great degree: To do which, is not among the least inducements for dividing the farms into small lots.
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