Intended Grade Level: High School 

Lesson Purpose:  
This lesson plan asks students to examine document-based evidence relating to George Washington and slavery and to draw conclusions about his stance on slavery. Students will use evidence to write an essay that answers the essential question: What were George Washington’s views on slavery? 

Lesson Objectives:
· Students will analyze documents that present multiple perspectives on a central issue, specifically public vs. private perspective and change over time. 
· Students will understand the societal, cultural, and economic conditions of 18th century American life that sustained the institution of slavery. 
· Students will explore the relationship between George Washington and his slaves.  
· Students will collaborate on a project that does not have a definitive final answer and will have to come to consensus or explain the reason for disagreement.  
· As a group, students will create a thesis statement and evidence that answers the essential question: What were George Washington’s views on slavery?
· As individuals, students will write an essay based on the conclusions of their group.  

Related Standards:
Lesson Plan: George Washington’s Views on Slavery

· 
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· Revolution and the New Nation
· Colonization and Settlement 
· Writing an argumentative essay
· Reading Standards in Technical Subjects
· Reading and Writing Literacy in History/Social Studies
· Reading Informational Texts
· Use questions generated about an individual to assess how the significance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by historical context. 
· Evaluating Sources 
· Reading for Perspective
· Speaking and Listening
· Explain how the perspectives of people in the present shape interpretations of the past.  
· Critique the usefulness of historical sources for a specific inquiry.
· Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources into a reasoned argument about the past. 






Teacher Preparation: 
This lesson is designed for use in a classroom that has already introduced the events of the late 18th century (the Founding of the U.S. Government, Slavery in the Colonies, etc.) to students. Students should have prior knowledge of how to approach primary sources, and the sensitivity and respect required to talk about the topic of slavery. In addition to content covered, this lesson also presumes a previous discussion on the following topics:
· Define and model for students a practice of historical thinking strategies and provide context for how analyzing sources such as the ones included in this lesson are part of the overall practice of doing history. In developing this activity, Mount Vernon used the C3 Framework’s model of historical thinking. See page 43 of the C3 Frameworks: http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
· The topic of slavery and discussing the lives of people enslaved in the 18th century is an emotional topic in the classroom. Procedures for ensuring a safe and tolerant environment for open dialogue and engagement should be a part of classroom culture. Students should be reminded of this respectful environment that still encourages inquiry while participating in this lesson. Mount Vernon uses the Four Truths model of acknowledging and validating differing perspectives in our workshops. For more information, see page 110 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report: http://www.justice.gov.za/trc/report/finalreport/Volume%201.pdf
· It is important that students are prepared to encounter unknown results when participating in this activity. Mount Vernon scholars have not determined a conclusive or “right” answer to the essential question posed in this activity. Preparing students for this ambiguous result is instructive for helping students understand the challenges and opportunities in historical thinking strategies.  
· Historians at George Washington’s Mount Vernon have looked at the same evidence that is provided in this lesson and drawn the conclusions published on the following website: http://www.mountvernon.org/digital-encyclopedia/article/george-washington-and-slavery/

Warm-Up Activity:  
1. Review ground rules for discussing difficult topics, such as slavery, previously established in your classroom.  

2. Ask the class to write down individual answers to the essential question: What were George Washington’s views on slavery?

3. Discuss with the class why primary source documents are important for studying history. Be sure address the limitations and opportunities for reading words written during the time period you are studying during the discussion.  

4. As a class, read and source Excerpt - George Washington to Lawrence Lewis, August 4, 1797 (included in the ZIP file download), paying close attention to the following questions: 
· 
· When it was written?
· Who is the audience for the document? 
· Is it reliable source to answer the question: What were George Washington’s views on Slavery? 
 
5. Discuss, as a group, what students believe Washington’s perspective on slavery was based on this document alone. Did reading this primary source change their view from what they wrote down earlier? 

Procedure Analysis of Historical Records:
1. Break students into small groups and provide each group with the Background Information - George Washington’s Views on Slavery and the Student Handouts Combined - Chronological PDF (both are included in the ZIP file download). Remind students to assess the reliability of each source as they analyze it for content information.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Instruct students to use the documents provided, as well as their prior knowledge, to consider and discuss the following essential question in their small groups: What were George Washington’s views on slavery? 

3. Allow for 20-30 minutes for groups to review evidence.

4. Ask each group to create an evidenced-based thesis statement that answers the essential question: What were George Washington’s views on slavery? As a group, students should cite evidence from at least 3 sources provided. 

5. Instruct groups to share their statements and evidence with the class. Each group should try to come to consensus; however, if there is disagreement, ask individuals within the group to provide evidence of their differing points of view.  

6. Instruct students to write an argumentative essay on their own citing evidence from the set of sources that answers the essential question: What were George Washington’s views on slavery? The thesis statement developed by the group can be used to guide the essay, or a differing point of view can be expressed, argued, and supported with evidence from the document packet.  
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