Suggestions for Creating 18th Century 
Clothing for the Classroom

 
Students’ costumes can be inexpensively created by adapting clothing they already own, using items in parents’ closets, from thrift shops, and through simple class projects that can incorporate creating costumes using mathematics.

General rules to increase the accuracy of your costumes
· Use natural fibers. Linen and wool were generally inexpensive, while silk and cotton were generally more expensive (Eli Whitney hadn’t yet invented the cotton gin, so cotton fibers were hand-picked off of the seeds.).
· Use solid colors or woven, not printed, stripes. Checks and plaids existed, but were not commonly used in British clothing

Shirt - A loose, long sleeve white shirt. Button-less is best, but you can always leave the button at the collar undone. 
 
Breeches - Solid color pants rolled up to just under the knee (rolling inside works best) and pinned close to the leg. Baseball pants also work well. 
 
Stockings - Long socks that go up to, or over, the knee. Baseball or soccer socks work well.  White is best, but any solid color will do. 
 
Waistcoat - A man’s suit vest that hits at the hips. Sew ties onto the back, or pin it, to pull it tight at the waist.  
 
Shoes - Non-descript, simple black or brown shoes. Loafers, dress shoes, or even black sneakers will work. Use the shoe buckle template to create shoe buckles to dress them up. 
 
Hat - Use the tricorner hat template to create a construction paper hat. You can also sew or pin the sides up on a wide brim felt hat. For a women’s hat use the straw hat template to build a flat hat with a wide brim. To make your hat fancier, add ribbon or a feather to the hat’s edge. 
 
Skirt—Long plain skirt, or fabric wrapped around the waist and draped to the ankles.
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