Creating 18th Century Clothing for the Classroom
Background Information - Hats

For men, hats were optional both inside and outside, although they were usually worn outdoors and for formal occasions, such as George Washington’s inauguration. Men’s hats had round crowns and started with flat brims that could be cocked (the brim bent up) to suit the man’s taste.
There were several ways to cock hats, some of which were specific to certain occupations. The most popular way to cock a hat was in three sections, making the hat a triangular shape. We now call these hats “tricorns” for their three corners.
Men’s hats were usually made of wool felt, and the most common hat color was black, but a variety of colors was available. Men's’ hats were sometimes trimmed with ribbon around the brim, with gathered ribbon cockades on the left side, with feathers, etc.
When outside, a woman would protect her skin by wearing a hat in addition to a cloth or lace cap that covered their hair. The hats were usually made of woven straw, but were sometimes made of felt. Fashionable hats were sometimes covered with fabric, and were often trimmed with ribbons and silk flowers.  
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