Creating 18th Century Clothing for the Classroom
Background Information - Shoes

Fashionable men’s and women’s shoes in the 1770s had softly pointed toes, and both men and women could wear heels, although women did so more often than men. Shoes came in a variety of colors, and were sometimes covered in fabric.  
The shoes of middling to gentry men and women, as well as those of liveried (uniformed) household slaves, usually closed with buckles. The shoes of the “lesser sorts” and most slaves were usually made of leather, had laces instead of buckles .
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Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, M-4085/A-B
Martha Washington’s Wedding Shoes
Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, W-2667/A-B
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