Creating 18th Century Clothing for the Classroom
Background Information - Clothing

Men and women’s clothing in the 18th century was as varied as it is today. Most 18th century clothing was made from natural fibers - linen, wool, silk, and cotton. Wealthier families, like the Washingtons, were able to import expensive material from England for their clothing, often choosing silk and cotton in either solid or printed designs. Linen and wool clothing was much less expensive to make, and those with less money would often choose these types of fabrics in solid colors for their clothing.     
Men typically wore a shirt, stockings, knee breeches, a waistcoat, a coat, and a hat. Some men wore wigs or powdered their hair, which was fashionable in the 18th century. Women wore a shift, stays, stocking, and a petticoat. On formal occasions women would wear a gown. On less formal occasions women might wear a short gown, similar to a jacket, as full gowns were very expensive. 
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George Washington’s Suit
Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, W-574/A-B
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